OLA Legislative Committee
Monday, October 4 1-3

Special Districts UPSTAIRS Meeting Room, Salem

Present:  Janet Webster, Diedre Conkling, Ruthanne Lidman, Jim Scheppke, Sara Charlton, Robert Hultshof-Schimdt, Rachel Bridgewater, Kate Gronemyer, Susan Stone, Laura Orr, Nan Heim, Diane Satchwell  

1. Review of Action Items
a. Write up tips for successful campaigns. Pat is working on merging the documents and will contact Sara for input. – Sara will talk to Pat. 

b. Monitor Broadband Committee. Aleltha will continue to do this.  
c. Public Records -  Janet will draft a briefing paper on the library record exemption.  – This is still pending.  We will look for legislation coming out of the Department of Justice.
d. School Libraries –  The OLA/OASL Committee will be proposing documents on relationships.  Ruth Murray is moving this along within OASL.  Expect major movement this year.
e. School Libraries Task Force Draft – Amy compiled input and Representative Buckley has submitted it as a draft legislation. 
f. Early Childhood Matters Advisory Council – We had several OLA members attend various meetings and made effective presentations on behalf of Oregon’s libraries. 
g. Committee membership and meetings:  We have three new members of the committee.  Ruthann Lidman (1 year) is a retired librarian, former board member of the Lincoln County Library District and currently legislative assistant to Representation Cowan.  Diane Satchwell (3 years) is the director of the West Linn Public Library and was very active in advocacy in her last position in California.  Rachel Bridgewater (3 years) is a librarian at Reed College and past president of the OLA Academic Division. 
2. State Librarian’s Report
Bad news on the budget front.  There have been two rounds of across the board budget cuts to a total of $250,000.  This reduced the upcoming Ready-to-Read grants to $.67 a child rather than expected $.94.  The public library directors have been informed and discussed this further at their meeting September 25th at the State Library.   The Library’s budget has been submitted and we anticipate the current Governor’s Budget in early December.  We will REALLY need to advocate for Ready-to-Read this year beginning with library visits in December to celebrate the Ready-to-Read grants.  Nan will draft a new issue brief emphasizing that the Ready-to-Read Grant Program is the only state funded early childhood program that reaches every child in the state. 

There are five library elections in November.  Hood River is going for a much reduced district rate pf $>37.  Washington County has a levy renewal.  Damascus is voting on whether to enter the Clackamas District. Lake County has a bond measure.  Multnomah County Library Charter revision is on the ballot.

The State Library will provide library services to the Legislature during the session.  This is a good move and will position the library to be more visible.  Three librarians will rotate shifts.

3. Lobbyist Report
The draft School Libraries Task Force proposed legislation was turned in on time.  The election is approaching although Nan didn’t have much to comment on at this point.  [An aside – the People for Oregon Libraries do not have deep pockets this year and have not supported as many candidates as wished.  Nan would welcome contributions.]

We discussed the recent NYT article on LSSI.  Nan reminded us that the people she talks with do react to the possibility of privatizing public libraries and feel that it just isn’t right.   Rachel agreed to review the OLA white paper and Diedre will send out the ALA position on outsourcing.  We can add this link to our web page. 

We had a brief update from Laura on the law libraries front.  When HB 2287 passed last year, it started a discussion about implementation of the new filing fees schema.  Many have questions and there is little clarity at this point even though an interim committee has been meeting.  Nan has spoken with committee members Nathanson, Bonnamici and Garrett who are all very aware of the law library issues.  We may know more in December. 

4. Legislative Day Preliminary Planning – February 7

Nan has reserved the Galleria for February 7th.  Ruthann commented that this is very early in the session.  Sometimes agencies with small budgets come up early so that is one reason to be early.  We feel that we can be effective early before things get crazy.  Sara will chair the sub-committee to plan Legislative Day.  She’ll contact BJ at Salem Public and the Children’s Division about collecting books to donate.  Janet will ask Diane if she will help Diedre with the wiki and scheduling legislative visits.  Sara will contact OASL about their involvement.  Janet will relate the date to the OLA Executive Board and the OASL Executive Board.  The planning guidelines are available on the Committee’s web site. 

5. OLA 2011 Conference Program – Libraries Build Communities April 6-8
We discussed using the venue of Salem to its best advantage.  We decided to host an afternoon at the Capitol on Wednesday where we could have office visits, chats with legislators, observation of committee hearings, etc.  

We discussed several ideas for a session including public management of libraries, the history of special library districts (30 year anniversary) and a panel of legislators.  We decided on the last.  This has been popular in the past.  We can combine it with how to talk with a legislator.  The ideal time would be Thursday afternoon.  We also talked about submitting something about what the committee does to the Showcase/Poster session.  This could promote the work we have done around public management.  Janet will submit the pre-conference and the session proposals. 

6. Other Business
a. ALA’s Library Snapshot Day www.ala.org/librarysnapshotday  Jim had sent this out as a possible project.  We decided that we didn’t want to put our effort in this.  Rachel suggested that it would be a great student project. 
b. Ruthann reminded us that we need to get more people involved with talking to their legislators.  Putting the contact information on our web site would be good.  The link to CapWiz is there but people might not know how to use it.  We need to do more direct promotion to OLA members about getting in touch.  We’ll try to do something at least monthly for next few months.

7. Review of Action Items

a. Write up tips for successful campaigns. Pat is working on merging the documents and will contact Sara for input. – Sara will talk to Pat. 

b. Monitor Broadband Committee. Aleltha will continue to do this.  
c. Public Records -  Janet will draft a briefing paper on the library record exemption.  – This is still pending.  We will look for legislation coming out of the Department of Justice.
d. Ready-to-Read.  Nan will draft a new briefing paper.  Janet and Nan will review the tips for contacting your legislator around Ready-to-Read grants.
e. Public Management.  Diedre will send out the ALA position.  Rachel will read the current white paper and suggest any revisions.
f. Legislative Day.  Sara will start the planning following the guidelines.  Janet will ask Diane about working with Diedre. 
g. OLA Annual Conference. Janet will submit the two proposals. 
Next Meetings:


December 6, 2010

February 7, 2011 – Legislative Day 

April 4, 2011

June 6, 2011
