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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

The Ready to Read Grant Program’s 20th Anniversary
Has your child participated in the summer reading program at a public library? Have you taken your child to a storytime at a public library? If you have, then your family has most likely benefited from the Ready to Read Grant program.

In 1992 a report to the Joint Interim Committee on Education recommended that the State Library re-direct the state general funds that came to local public libraries be targeted on the purpose of improving library services to children. During the 1993 Legislative Session Oregon Revised Statutes 357.740-357.780 became law, creating the Ready to Read Grant program. The law required public libraries to use their Ready to Read Grant (i.e. state funds) to establish, develop or improve public library services to children ages 0-14 and report how they spent the money. In 2006 the law was revised to focus the Ready to Read Grant on early literacy and the summer reading based on research that shows the experiences children have before they start school and later during summer vacation has the greatest impact on the achievement gap
 
. 

For the past 20 years Oregon public libraries have dedicated all of the state general fund they receive through the Ready to Read Grant program to provide the materials, programs, and services that help children develop the literacy skills they need to be ready for kindergarten and maintain their reading skills over the summer. Last year $609,801 was distributed among 130 libraries. The average grant award received by libraries was $4,727 and there is a minimum grant of $1,000v. As a result of these funds being invested in library youth services:

· Attendance at children’s literacy program at public libraries increased from 488,380 people in 1994 to 1,187,773 people in 2013
. 

· Participation in the public library summer reading program has increase from 116,570 children in 2006 to 189,430 children in 2013
.

· Last year 544,521 children had access to a public library that implemented all three youth services best practices compared to 437,002 children in 2006
.

Public libraries now report the impact these literacy program have on children in their community to the State Library. Here are a few examples of how children improved their literacy skills by participating in public library literacy programs in 2012-2013. 

· Nyssa Public Library reported that children participating in storytimes gradually extended their attention span and developed the early literacy skills necessary for participating in storytime activitiesv. 

· Silver Falls Library District surveyed parents/caregivers of children who participated in early literacy program and reported that 81% of children increased their ability to recognizes letters (letter knowledge) and 91% increased their ability to sing or recite rhymes (phonological awareness)v.

· Yachats Public Library surveyed parents/caregivers of children who participated in the summer reading program and reported that 80% of children increased the amount they read and 100% of children improved their reading/listening comprehensionv. 

The State Library would like to thank public libraries for implementing the Ready to Read Grant program effectively in communities across the state for the past 20 years and encourage you to thank your librarian for their contribution to your child’s literacy development.
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