
Frizzy
by Clarabal Oretega & Rose Bousamra
Marlene loves three things: art, her cool tía Ruby and
hanging out with her best friend, Camilla. But
according to her mother, Paola, the only things she
needs to focus on are school and growing up. That
means straightening her hair every weekend so she can
have "presentable," "good" hair. But Marlene hates
being in the salon and doesn't understand why her curls
are not considered pretty by those around her. With a
few hiccups, a dash of embarrassment, and the much-
needed help of Camila and Tía Ruby -- she slowly starts
a journey to learn to appreciate and proudly wear her
curly hair

First Time for Everything
by Dan Santat
A middle grade graphic memoir based on bestselling
author and Caldecott Medalist Dan Santat's awkward
middle school years and the trip to Europe that
changed his life.

Bea Wolf
by Zack Weinersmith
Listen! Hear a tale of mallow-munchers and warriors
who answer candy's clarion call! Somewhere in a
generic suburb stands Treeheart, a kid-forged
sanctuary where generations of tireless tykes have
spent their youths making merry, spilling soda, and
staving off the shadow of adulthood. One day, these
brave warriors find their fun cut short by their nefarious
neighbor Grindle, who can no longer tolerate the
sounds of mirth seeping into his joyless adult life. As
the guardian of gloom lays siege to Treeheart, scores
of kids suddenly find themselves transformed into
pimply teenagers and sullen adults! The survivors of the
onslaught cry out for a savior -- a warrior whose will is
unbreakable and whose appetite for mischief is
unbounded. They call for Bea Wolf.

Note: Book descriptions were taken
 from publisher websites.

MIDDLE GRADE
Little Monarchs
by Jonathan Case
In the twenty-second century, a sun shift has made it
impossible for mammals to survive in the daylight,
and ten-year-old Elvie and her caretaker, Flora, are
studying the migration route of monarch butterflies
along what used to be the western coast of the
United States, hoping that something in the
butterflies wing scales can be used to protect
people from the sun and save humanity from
extinction.

School Trip
by Jerry Craft
Jordan, Drew, Liam, Maury, and their friends from
Riverdale Academy Day School are heading out on
a school trip to Paris. As an aspiring artist himself,
Jordan can't wait to see all the amazing art in the
famous City of Lights. But when their trusted faculty
guides are replaced at the last minute, the school
trip takes an unexpected--and hilarious--turn. 

Freestyle
by Gale Galligan
While preparing for the last major dance
competition before they graduate from eighth
grade and go to separate high schools in NYC, Cory
must balance the expectations of his parents,
school, crew and his new friend as pressure mounts
from all sides.

Shuna’s Journey
by Hayao Myazaki
Shuna, the prince of a poor land, watches in despair
as his people work themselves to death harvesting
the little grain that grows there. And so, when a
traveler presents him with a sample of seeds from a
mysterious western land, he sets out to find the
source of the golden grain, dreaming of a better life
for his subjects.
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Other Ever Afters
by Melanie Gillman
In this new feminist, queer fairy tale collection,
the princesses, mermaids, barmaids, children, and
wise old women who have been forced to sit on
the sidelines in classic stories take center stage to
fulfill their own dreams and find the love, power,
and happiness they deserve.

Welcome to St. Hell
by Lewis Hancox
Lewis has a few things to say to his younger teen
self. He knows she hates her body. He knows
she's confused about who to snog. He knows she's
really a he and will ultimately realize this. But
she's going to go through a whole lot of mess
(some of it funny, some of it not funny at all) to
get to that point. Lewis is trying to tell her this ...
but she can't quite hear him yet.

Sunshine: How Summer Camp Taught Me
About Life Death and Hope
by Jarrett Krosoczka
When Jarrett J. Krosoczka was in high school, he
was part of a program that sent students to be
counselors at a camp for seriously ill kids and their
families. Going into it, Jarrett was worried:
Wouldn't it be depressing, to be around kids
facing such a serious struggle? Wouldn't it be
grim? But instead of the shadow of death, Jarrett
found something else at Camp Sunshine: the hope
and determination that gets people through the
most troubled of times. 

I’m Kinda Chubby and I’m Your Hero
by Nore
Honjirou is a rookie actor trying his best to land a
breakout role. He fears that his weight stands in
the way of his dreams. One day, he gets some
unexpected fan mail full of sweets. The package
came from Konnosuke, a local pastry chef.
Honjirou has his first fan! Someone is supporting
his work and giving him new confidence to face
the stage with!

I Want to Be a Wall
by Honami Shirono
Any love story aficionado will say that the key to a
successful couple is intense desire for one another-but
what if the characters in question are an asexual
woman with a passion for Boys Love stories and a gay
man whose heart forever belongs to his oblivious
childhood friend? Although romance will never be in
the cards for newlyweds Yuriko and Gakurouta, the
bond blossoming between them promises to be a
wonderful relationship-the likes of which neither has
ever experienced before…

Victory Stand: Raising My Fist for Justice
by Tommie Smith & Derrick Barnes
On October 16, 1968, during the medal ceremony at
the Mexico City Olympics, Tommie Smith, the gold
medal winner in the 200-meter sprint, and John Carlos,
the bronze medal winner, stood on the podium in
black socks and raised their black-gloved fists to
protest racial injustice inflicted upon African
Americans. Both men were forced to leave the
Olympics, received death threats, and faced ostracism
and continuing economic hardships. In his first-ever
memoir for young readers, Tommie Smith looks back
on his childhood growing up in rural Texas through to
his stellar athletic career, culminating in his historic
victory and Olympic podium protest. 

¡Ay, Mija! My Bilingual Summer in Mexico
by Christine Suggs
In this memoir, Christine Suggs explores a trip they
took to Mexico to visit family, as Christine embraces
and rebels against their heritage and finds a sense of
belonging.

Batman/Superman: World’s Finest: The Devil
Nezha
by Mark Waid & Dan Mora
In the not-too-distant past, Superman’s powers are
super-charged from a devastating chemical attack by
the villain Metallo…and the only ally that the ultra-
powerful Man of Tomorrow can turn to in this turbulent
hour is Gotham’s own dynamic duo: Batman and Robin! 

Galaxy: the Prettiest Star
by Jadzia Axelrod
Taylor Barzelay has the perfect life. Good looks,
good grades, a starting position on the basketball
team, a loving family, even an adorable corgi. Every
day in Taylor's life is perfect. And every day is
torture. Taylor is actually the Galaxy Crowned, an
alien princess from the planet Cyandii, and one of
the few survivors of an intergalactic war. For six
long, painful years, Taylor has accepted her duty to
remain in hiding as a boy on Earth. That all changes
when Taylor meets Metropolis girl Katherine "call
me Kat" Silverberg, whose confidence is
electrifying. 

Forest Hills Bootleg Society
by Dave Baker
Brooke and her friends have a plan. A plan so big it
might change their entire lives. A plan that involves
low-key copyright infringement, minor automobile
theft, and a secret business that runs strictly on
cash. What they don't plan on are Brooke and
Kelly's new romance, Melissa being caught in the
middle, or Maggie suddenly feeling left out. These
four friends will have their relationships tested, their
morals questioned, and their deepest insecurities
exposed, all while selling bootleg anime DVDs to
the boys at their ultraconservative school.

Demon in the Wood
by Leigh Bardugo
A prequel to the "Grisha Trilogy" takes the reader
into Ravka's mysterious past, when Grisha lived as
fugitives and the Darkling took his first steps on the
path to power.

Season of the Bruja
by Aaron Duran
From a young age, Althalia knew she would
someday be the last of her kind--a bruja, tasked with
keeping the power and stories of the ancient ways
from fading fully into history. 
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