Notes

OLA Legislative Committee

December 8, 2008- 1:00-3:00

Special Districts Office

727 Center St NE, Salem, Oregon 97310

Present: Sara Charlton, Jim Scheppke, George Bell, Pat Duke, Mary Ginnane, Kate Gronemyer, Connie Anderson-Cohoon, Jim Tindall, Diedre Conkling, Elaine Gass-Hirsch, Abigail Elder, Aletha Bonebrake, Gregory Lum, Janet Webster, Nan Heim, Amy Goodall, Laura Orr (guest)

We commenced with congratulations to Pat and the successful passing of the Clackamas County Library District.  Some of the literature used was shared.  Pat agreed to write up the strategies use and will contact Aletha and Sara for ideas on what worked in their elections.  He’ll also consult with Nan. The Committee felt that this would be useful information of OLA members who are planning elections.  We’ll put in on the OLA web page when available.

Lobbyist Report – Nan
The legislature will be democratic, but that does mean it will be untied.  Committee assignments are due any day.  (In fact, Senate committees were announced December 9.)  Carter and Buckley are co-chairs of Ways and Means.  The budge will be the primary issue.  The Legislature convenes January 12.

State Librarian’s Report – Jim S
Jim focused on a budget update for the State Library.  The Governor’s Budget include two pf the policy options proposed by the State Library - #101: backfilling LSTA funding with general funds as required by IMLS; #103: a minor change to TBABS allowing use of gift funds for a student hire.  Not included were #102 for improving the searchability of Oregon.gov and #104 $2/child for Ready to Read.  OLA will continue to advocate for maintaining and increasing the Ready to Read grants.  Mary commented on a recent experience she had with the local HeadStart program that is not ready for new partnerships given internal capacity and new federal demands.  We may want to temper that approach to our argument.

The State Library also needs to reduce its budget by 1.2% in the current biennium that will be done by current savings.  Jim is preparing 10% and 20% cut scenarios.

The Governor’s move is complete.  The State Library’s meeting room in the basement is not ready for use. 

Law Librarians’ Issues

Laura Orr, law librarian fro Washington County, gave us background on the state’s law libraries.  Each county should have a law library, but there is wide variance in how these look and operate.  Sixteen to eighteen have librarians.  All are funded though filing fees controlled by the statute and hence decided by the Legislature.

She is pursuing setting up an OLA roundtable as she feels it would give more visibility to this library sector as well as foster collaboration.  She circulated a petition for signatures.

The issue of reduction of the court-filing fee has come up in the Legislature for the past several sessions.  There was an Interim Task Force of the Judiciary Committee that was charged at looking at the issue.  Bill Taylor is the staff person assigned to that.  One idea that emerged from the Task Force is cooperative licensing of electronic legal resources.  The Association of Counties may pursue an RFP.  However, the collection agencies will puruse another reduction of the filing fee that supports law libraries.  We discussed strategy for staving off the attack.  We need data on the character of law libraries and usage. We need to identify allies. Jim suggested a possible LSTA grant for a longer-range plan for how the law libraries could collaborate to provide more cost effective services. Laura will work on the data gathering and keep the Committee informed.

School Libraries

Gregory reported that the OASL Executive Board drafted talking points on school library funding at its meeting Saturday. There still is no draft bill, but Gregory described the proposal as promoting quality school libraries through a licensed librarian in every school and collection funding at an adequate level.  Gregory has organized a meeting on December 11th with the Fund Our Future Oregon principals, Nan and Janet participating.  Given the lack of other pressing issues, this may be a major focus for OLA’s lobbying efforts for this session.

Revenue Restructuring Task Force 
Diedre and Jim S brought the recommendations of the Task Force on Comprehensive Revenue Restructuring to the Committee’s attention. The Task Force is currently holding hearings throughout the state.  Its short-term recommendations should be monitored.

· Establish a method for more reliable state revenue forecasting. Surplus revenue would be directed to the Rainy Day Fund.

· Apply a balanced budget rule to ballot initiatives.

· Reduce restrictions on local government’s ability to raise revenue.

· Develop systematic long-term budgeting process.

· Develop adequate revenue sources for state’s immediate needs in health cares and transportation.

Nan will keep in touch with Ginny Burdick who serves on the Task Force and Diedre will monitor from the Special Districts perspective.  OLA may want to endorse some of these recommendations as they move forward. 

Legislative Day Planning
Janet distributed the planning guidelines for Legislative Day.  Sara agreed to chair the sub-committee with Diedre and Elaine as committee members.  Aletha pointed out the retired librarians round table is interested in helping with the planning and execution on the day.  We discussed various strategies for doing the Read posters again.  Last time, Patti Sorenson took the lead and she is now retired.  Mary suggested a bookplate using the Oregon Reads logo.  George reminded us that we need to debrief the event and annotate our guidelines.  We ay be bale to do a Survey monkey follow up with attendees Janet will send out a save the date (March 5th) and make sure that OASL is informed.  Sara plan on working closely with Nan on continued planning.
OLA Conference Programs
Janet reminded the Committee of three programs of interest. Pat is working with Nan and Amy on lining up two legislators for our session.  We intend to invite Arnie Roblan and Brian Clem. Brian went to Marshfield High School in Coos Bay while Arnie was its principal.
· Legislators and Librarians: Mixing it up politically (Friday April 3, 11-12)

· Open Access for All (co-sponsor with PLD and ACRL)

· Open Government:  Ensuring Access to Federal and Oregon Government Information (IF Committee)

Intellectual Freedom Committee Survey

The Committee has completed the data gathering and should have the summary by January.  This has been a useful tool in past legislative sessions. 

Action Items:
1. Check on tax credit information for PAC on OLA dues form. (Janet & Mary)
2. Explore a PAC web site and whether we could link to it from the OLA site. (Kate & Janet)
3. Write issue brief on State Library Policy Option 101  (Janet & Jim S)
4. Revise Ready to Read issue brief with Headstart focus. (Janet & Diedre)
5. Make a list of key legislators to contact about Ready to Read. (Nan
6. Check with Andrea Meyer on Real ID. (Janet)
7. Write up tips for successful campaigns. (Pat with Aletha and Sara)
8. Follow-up with Laura Orr for briefing paper on law libraries and funding (Janet)

9. Monitor progress on recommendations from Task Force on Revenue Restructuring. (Nan & Diedre)

10. Continue planning on Legislative Day. (Sub-Committee)

11. Continue development of CapWiz site so useful for upcoming session.
Meeting dates for 2008/2009: Special Districts Office,  1-3 p,m

December 8
February 9

April 13

June 8

March 5 Legislative Day 

