OLA Legislative Committee

June 2, 2008 1-3

State Library, Salem OR

Present: Janet Webster, George Bell, Kate Gronemyer, Jim Tindall, Sara Charlton, Pat Duke, Abigail Elder, Aletha Bonebrake

Ex-officio: Mary Ginnane, Jim Scheppke, Nan Heim, Diedre Conkling

Agenda:

1. Actions Items from the March meeting

a. Position paper on library management

i. We discussed current status and future publicity.  The final version is linked from the committee’s web page.  We need to make it more prominent. Janet will ask Stephanie Michaels about that as we cannot edit the home page 

ii. Jim S. had a meeting with Howard Lavine from the Governor’s Office to review the Jackson County situation.  It was a productive, informational meeting.

iii. OLA/WLA Conference Program

b. Pat Duke was congratulated for putting together an excellent program that was well received.

c. Legislative Issues

i. Library/HeadStart interaction.  - The State Library has met with HeadStart.  Both are surveying their constituents about current library/HeadStart programs with libraries.  We’ll use this data to push fro $2 a Child Ready to Read.

ii. Open access mandate. - Janet has not followed up on this.

iii. Current state of courier expansion project.   - An LSTA evaluation was completed in February.  Originally, ten libraries were going to participate. Five did.  Of these five, all have agreed to continue to be part of the system for the near future at least.  These are Douglas County (shaky funding now), Curry County, Eugene/Springfield, Jefferson County and St. Helens. We agreed that this should continue to be monitored. Mary will forward to the Resource Sharing Committee with a request to check on the reasons for participation.  She and Sarah will thank the current new participants for continuing to be part of the system. Aletha suggested that the Click and Ship option might be viable for some of the non-participants. 

2. State Librarian's Report - Jim S

a. The State Library Board is recommending four policy packages in addition to the base budget.

i. Fund more of Library Development with General Funds and free up LSTA funds for other purposes.  $400,000/biennium for 2.5 FTE.  They will be looking for ideas on how to direct the released LSTA funds.

ii. Improve the search and interaction function of Oregon.gov.  This is built into the agency fee assessment.

iii. Fund a student worker in TBABS.

b. Fund Ready to Read at $2 per Child.  The Governor’s Office suggested that this be included.  The cost will be $1.4 million/.biennium.The statewide contract for the Oregonian is up for renewal at three times the cost ($154,000).  Usage is low for most libraries.  The Advisory Council is looking at option including those libraries that need it getting a consortial bid.  August 1 is the renewal date. 

c. The Oregon Digital Newspaper Project from the University of Oregon was turned down by the Parks Board for funding a funding request to the 2009 Legislature.  This might still appear as a constituent requested bill in the Legislature.

3. Guidelines on Oregon Legislative Day – Sara

Sara distributed draft guidelines of how to plan and execute Oregon Legislature Day.  Issues arose during the last one due to the change in ethics and lack of experience by some involved.  Sara worked with Diedre on the guidelines.  They want feedback and suggestions.  Sara agreed to chair the Legislative Day effort again. We also need to incorporate the OASL plans. 

4. Lobbyist's Report - Nan

We reviewed the planned visit with Oregon editorial board.  George reminded us that three people are the maximum.  These three will be Susan Hereford, Sarah Beasley and Mary Ginnane. Nan will put together a packet of information for the editorial board and work on scheduling the visit.  Jim distributed two pieces on Jackson County and LSSI as background.  Abigail reminded us that Molly Raphael should be alerted of the visit as a courtesy.  We would like to do a broader pr campaign on the issue of public management.  In particular, we should target the Eugene Register Guard, the East Oregonian and the Statesman Journal.  Nan will work with George, Sara and Mary on this strategy.

Suzanne Bonamicci is now a state senator.  Current forecasts for the Legislature are 19 D/12 R in the Senate and a slim possibility of a 36 majority in the House.

We discussed the PAC briefly.  The newly formed Wise and Retired Round Table will take the lead on fundraising for the PAC.  Our best source is the dues renewal form.  Mary will check to see if the tax credit information is on the form.  She’ll also start an email conversation with the PAC Board (Mary, Sarah and Janet) and others interested.  (Please use home addresses.)  Kate and Janet will explore if and how we could set up a PAC web site and how we could link to it from the OLA page.

Janet reported on her attendance at the OASL Board meeting to hear Nancy Sullivan review the Fund our Future Oregon campaign, a grassroots effort to raise funds for school libraries http://www.fundourfutureoregon.org/. [Here is the Washington site - http://www.fundourfuturewashington.org/. If you go to Funding, there are links to the supplement budget as passed.  I haven’t found the link to the legislation so am thinking it was just embedded in the budget.]  It is early in their efforts.  Nan reminded us that this could take off fast.  We all want to make sure it’s done professionally so OLA can support it effectively.  Jim T will chat with Nancy about who she has contacted in the Legislature to date. Janet will get material out to the committee.  Jim T suggested that we start a conversation with Carol Dingis as she will be the OASL representative to our committee for the 2011 legislature when this may come up.  As OLA and OALS are retreating together at Silver Falls, Mary will use the opportunity to have a planning discussion with all involved.  Nancy may be coming to the retreat.

5. Use of CapWiz - Kate and Janet

Kate gave a tour of the OLA CapWiz site,  http://capwiz.com/ala/or/home/  .  We discussed possible uses and guidelines (not too many alerts).  There are good tips about contacting legislators, but these need to be reviewed.  The information is updated regularly so it is pretty reliable.  We will need to launch the site with several email blasts explaining the tool and letting people opt-out as well as an OLA Hotline article followed by regular updates.

6. Committee Membership and Meeting Times for 2008/2009

Jim T and Kate agreed to stay on the committee for another three year term.  George will continue as committee member emeritus.  Janet will send out possible meeting dates for the next year.  We will not meet again until September.

7. Review of Action Items

a. Position paper on library management

i. We need to make it more prominent. Janet will ask Stephanie Michaels about that as we cannot edit the home page 

ii. Mary will draft a letter to send to the library media (LJ Hotline, American Libraries and Don Wood) and circulate that for comments.  She and Sarah B will follow up with the pr to the library media.

iii. Nan will coordinate the editorial meeting with the Oregonian with Susan Hereford, Sarah Beasley and Mary Ginnane.  This included putting together an information packet for others to use as well. 

iv. Nan will work with George, Sarah and Mary on a broader statewide pr campaign if the Oregonian visit is productive.  Aletha will be the eastern Oregon contact. 

v. Janet will alert Molly Raphael of the pending visit.  Nan will let her know of the exact date.

b. Possible Legislative Issues

i. Open access mandate.

ii. Janet has not followed up on this.

iii. Current state of courier expansion project.  

iv. Mary will forward to the Resource Sharing Committee with a request to check on the reasons for participation.  She and Sarah will thank the current new participants for continuing to be part of the system. 

v. Scholl Libraries – Jim T will contact Nancy Sullivan about her progress.  Janet will follow up with her later in the summer.

c. Guidelines on Oregon Legislative Day 

i. Send suggestions and feedback to Sara. 

d. PAC

i. Mary will check on the tax credit information if it is clear on the dues form.

ii. Kate and Janet will explore a web site and legal linking from the OLA home page.

e. CapWiz

i. Send comments about possible errors and suggestions for improvement to Kate.

ii. Launch the site in mid-June.

f. Meeting Dates for 2008/2009 – Janet will send out possibilities.

