IDEAS!

· Write a note of appreciation to your Senator and Representative for your library’s Ready to Read grant.  In your letter, explain briefly how your library will use the state grant – small as it is! – to help children develop reading skills.  Imagine how welcome a note of appreciation will be to most legislators right now.  See the enclosed sample letter.

Information about contacting your legislators during the interim by phone, email or regular mail – is available on the Legislature’s web site: www.leg.state.or.us.  Go to House or Senate to find your legislators’ information. 
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· Invite your Senator and/or Representative to read during a Children’s Story Hour at your library.  Have your board chair there to thank the legislator for approving Ready to Read grants.  See the enclosed sample letter thanking and inviting the legislator.

Arrange to have a photo taken of the legislator reading to children, and send the photo to the legislator with a thank you. You might also send the photo to your local newspaper with a brief news release.

 Contact legislators as early as possible as their schedules fill up  To be sure they get your invitation, it’s a good idea to extend it in two ways.  For example, if you send an email, follow up with a phone call. 

· Write a letter to the editor or an In My Opinion piece for your local newspaper about your library’s services to children and Ready to Read grants – even better, ask your board chair or a parent to write the letter.   A sample letter to the editor and a sample In My Opinion article are enclosed with this packet.  See the Suggested Talking Points card for more content ideas.

· Make an appointment for you and your board chair to meet with your local newspaper editor.  Say you would like to talk about how the library uses state funds to help children develop reading skills.  Give the editor a packet of material about your library’s services for children and Ready to Read.
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