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WELCOME
BEFORE WE GET STARTED, A COUPLE QUESTIONS...
DO YOU ALREADY HAVE A SEED LIBRARY? 
WHAT ARE YOU HOPING TO GAIN FROM THIS PRESENTATION?

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP POSSIBILITIES?
HOW TO SOURCE SEEDS?
ADMINISTRATION AND MANAGEMENT SUPPORT?
STAFF TIME AND VOLUNTEER COORDINATION?
PROGRAMMING?
FUNDING?
HOW IMPORTANT IS SEED SAVING AND GARDENING KNOWLEDGE?
WE WANT TO KNOW EVERYTHING!



The Banks Seed Library is a free program
committed to supporting community
gardeners of all levels. Through the seed
library we will provide resources needed to
help community members learn how to grow
their own food and save seed.

OUR MISSION



HOW WE STARTED
Start small, refine your process and grow into a successful program!



A SEED LIBRARY COLLECTS AND STORES SEEDS TO SHARE
WITH COMMUNITY MEMBERS FOR FREE.

WHAT IS A SEED LIBRARY?
HOW DOES IT WORK?

Seed Libraries operate on the Borrow, Grow, Return principle.
 

Patrons borrow seed, grow their crops, save seed from the plant, and return some to the library to
ensure future generations.

Functions of a Seed Library

Promotion of gardening and access to healthy foods, advancement of seed and food sovereignty, and
preservation of genetic resources and local history. 



People
staff or volunteer managed

Who will manage seed intake, inventory, packaging, and check out?

What Type of library
borrowing guidelines

We are a casual seed library with a focus on educating gardeners.
We give freely, expecting no returns. By supporting gardeners of all levels, they
learn to grow their own food and to save seed.

Space
location/accessibility

Where will it be located, how much space is really needed, and is it accessible?

Materials Where will you source seed, and packaging materials?

Labeling How will you package and store seed? Pre-package? Self-Serve?
How much information is too much? Not enough?

Promotion How do you get the word out?
Signage, social media, outreach.

Continuing education/programs How do you keep people interested and engaged?
Classes, workshops, outreach, gardens, programs!

WHAT TO CONSIDER WHEN STARTING FRESH...



PEOPLE
STAFF OR VOLUNTEERS? 



WHAT TYPE OF SEED WE SHARE

What are heirloom seeds?  
What does open-pollinated or true-to-type mean?
What is isolation distancing?  Why is it important?

HEIRLOOM/OPEN
POLLINATED

Easy to grow, and easily recognizable garden
vegetables. i.e. peas, green beans, beets, sunflowers.FAN FAVORITES

Hybridization happens when varieties are allowed to
cross-pollinate with different types. i.e. Roma tomato
and Mortgage Lifter.

HYBRID 
*NOT RECOMMENDED

A QUICK SEED 101



LOCAL GARDENERS

Where do you get seed? 

SEED COMPANIES 

BAKER CREEK HEIRLOOM SEEDS

ADAPTIVE SEED

TERRITORIAL SEED CO.

SEED SAVERS EXCHANGE (HERMAN’S

GARDEN SEED PROGRAM)

LOCAL SEED COMPANIES

GARDEN CENTERS

SEED SWAPS AND 
SEED DRIVES



LOCATION*STORAGE*MATERIALS
Location is highly visible with clear signage 
A card catalog is accessible and easy to use
Packets are clearly labeled 

Variety
Name
Year saved
Sku #
“Difficulty” sticker 



GOING DIGITAL 
We use a colorful google spreadsheet
with clickable links, product pictures
and descriptions  for patron browsing. 

HOW WE KEEP TRACK 
OF INVENTORY

We use a free google inventory tracking sheet
to keep track of inventory numbers, and to

check in/check out packets.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1aOt6rxLu563UNuREssdPL1t840lzgNiZDpwu00dxelQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1JqV82tqjfnGt_2bgEx8YB6jWp7rk5U_Gfj_gR7Eldls/edit?usp=sharing


OUTREACH AND EDUCATION
Tie into library programs

We have a Homestead series that talks
about gardening and other DIY topics.

Become Self-Sustaining
Teach them and they will Grow!



OUTREACH AND EDUCATION

Grow a Garden
If your Seed Library is popular and you can

find some open space, plant a garden!

Host Plant Swaps
Further your reach by starting some

seeds and sharing the plants!



Grow Partnerships
Check in with local garden clubs, food

webs, and food banks.
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DATA COLLECTION:
  
PROVE YOUR PROGRAM IS WORTH IT!

THROUGH PROGRAM 
ATTENDANCE

THROUGH NEW
PARTNERSHIPS

ANECDOTALLY



Banks Seed Library
Google Drive resource folder

Google Drive Folder

 If using the BLANK google sheet templates, MAKE A COPY BEFORE YOU EDIT THEM. 

Seed Library Network
http://seedlibraries.weebly.com/map.html 

Learn how to start a seed library, get your seed library on the global map, and subscribe to
the “Cool Beans” newsletter.

Seed Savers Exchange

www.seedsavers.org

Learn how to grow plants with the intent to save seed.  Download growing and seed saving
guides.  Sign up with Herman's Garden seed program.

Community Seed Network
www.communityseednetwork.org
Offers resources, seeds, networking, and education.

Organic Seed Alliance
https://seedalliance.org/
Offers  research, education and advocacy. 

Resources

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1du9-VvYbO0jo16QQ7iTMQ_Qnvv8z-svv?usp=drive_link
http://seedlibraries.weebly.com/map.html
http://www.seedsavers.org/
http://www.communityseednetwork.org/


Who can help you grow?
Our local groups.  You’ve got them, too!
Fox Farm at Free Orchards
Elementary

https://freeorchards.hsd.k12.or.us/academics/programs/fox-farm

Blooming B St. Learning
Garden

https://www.edenacres.org/blooming-bst-garden

Dairy Creek Community Food
Web

https://tehttps://dairycreekcommunityfoodweb.org/rritorialseed.com/pages/donatio
n-request

Tuality Plains Seed Library 
Foodways at Nana Cardoon

https://www.foodwaysatnanacardoon.org/

Tualatin Watershed
Improvement Grant  (TWIG)

https://tualatinswcd.org/programs/grants-funding/twig/

Oregon State Extension
Food Hero Program

https://foodhero.org/growthis

https://freeorchards.hsd.k12.or.us/academics/programs/fox-farm
https://www.edenacres.org/blooming-bst-garden
https://dairycreekcommunityfoodweb.org/
https://dairycreekcommunityfoodweb.org/
https://www.foodwaysatnanacardoon.org/
https://tualatinswcd.org/programs/grants-funding/twig/
https://foodhero.org/growthis
https://foodhero.org/growthis


THANK YOU

lisap@wccls.org
503-324-1382
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